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1 . 1 SAW KING HUSSEIN SHORTLY AFTER NOON JULY 13. HE 
CONFIRMED NUMEROUS RUMORS FLOWING THROUGH AMMAN THAT HE 
WILL SHORTLY CHANGE GOVERNMENT. 

2. RIEAI, WHO HAS WANTED TO RESIGN FOR SOME MONTHS, 

WILL LEAVE TO BECOME A PERSONAL POLITICAL ADVISOR TO, 

AND A "REPRESENTATIVE", OF, THE KING. THE NEW PRIME 
MINISTER WILL BE THE CURRENT HEAD OF THE ROYAL COURT, 

MUDHAR BADRAN. 

3. KING TOLD ME HE DID NOT WANT TO AGREE TO RIFATS 
RESIGNATION, BUT HE FELT HE HAD TO EOR REASONS OF 
RIFATS HEALTH AND FAMILY, AND BECAUSE RIEAI HAD OBVIOUS 
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POTENTIALITIES FOR FUTURE STINTS AS PRIME MINISTER, AND 
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KING WISHED TO LEAVE THAT POSSIBLITY OPEN. (SINCE THESE 
ARE EXACTLY THE ARGUEMENTS RIFAI USED WITH ME SOME MONTHS 
AGO, I ASSUME RIEAI WAS EFFECTIVE IN PERSUADING THE 
KING TO LET HIM GO.) 

4. THE KING CONFIRMED THAT MOST OF THE EXISTING 
CABINET WILL STAY. ONE SOURCE HAS TOLD US THAT SENATOR 
ADNAN ABU ODEH, FORMER MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND 
RECENTLY RETURNED FROM A ONE- YEAR FELLOWSHIP AT 
HARVARD, CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, WILL RESUME HIS 
OLD POSITION IN PLACE OF MINISTER OF INFORMATION INCUMBENT 
SALAH ABU ZAYD. 

5. THE KING TOLD ME HE WAS MOVING JORDANIAN PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UN SHERIF ABDUL HAMID SHARAF, IN AS 
HEAD OF THE ROYAL COURT. HE ALSO MENTIONED THAT HE WAS 
CONSIDERING THE APPOINTMENT OF FORMER CHIEF OF STAFF, LT. 

GENERAL AMER KHAMMASH, AS MINISTER OF COURT. BADRAN AND KHAMMASH 
ARE ON FIRST READING FROM MILITARY SOURCES NOT LIKELY TO BE 
TERRIBLY POPULAR CHOICES WITH THE JORDANIAN ARMED FORCES 
WHO WOULD LIKE ' REAL EAST BANKER" AS A PRIME MINISTER 
AND IN POSITIONS OF SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE AT THE ROYAL COURT. 

6. THE KING WAS OBVIOUSLY RUSHED AND I DID NOT 
PRESS HIM FOR FURTHER DETAILS. HE SAID HE THOUGHT 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT WOULD BE 
MADE SHORTLY, ADDING "WE ARE WORKING ON THAT NOW ". 

7. AS I ENTERED THE KING'S OFFICE I MET A SMILING 
CROWN PRINCE HASSAN ON THE WAY OUT. HASSAN HAS 
NEVER GOTTEN ALONG WELL WITH RIFAI AND WHILE WE DO 
NOT KNOW HIS EXACT RELATIONSHIP TO BADRAN, WE ASSUME 
IT CAN ONLY BE AN IMPROVEMENT ON THE RIFAI/CROWN 
PRINCE RELATIONSHIP. 

8. WE WILL SUBMIT MORE DETAILED BIO INFORMATION ON 
CABINET AS IT IS ANNOUNCED. BADRAN IS A RATHER 
TACITURN EAST BANKER WITH WEST BANK ANTICEDENTS. 

HIS ENGLISH IS PRECISE, BUT NOT NEARLY SO HIGHLY 
DEVELOPED OR AS ARTICULATE AS IS RIFATS. WE ASSUME 
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THAT RIFAI WILL CONTINUE TO PLAY A VERY SIGNIFICANT 
ROLE, ALBEIT POSSIBLY IN THE BACKGROUND, IN 
FOREIGN AND SECURITY ASSISTANCE, WORKING PERSONALLY 
WITH THE KING. 

9. THE KING SEEMED TRULY REMORESEFUL ABOUT LETTING 
RIFAI GO. HE TOLD ME THAT RIFAI HAD FACED MORE 
DIFFICULT PROBLEMS AND HAD WORKED HARDER THAN ANY PRIME 
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MINISTER JORDAN HAD EVER HAD. KING CLEARLY WILL CON- 
TINUE TO RELY HEAVILY ON RIFAI FOR ADVICE IN WHAT HE 
TOLD ME WERE "KEY QUESTIONS". 

10. EMBASSY WILL COMMENT EURTHER ON COMPOSITION OE 
NEW CABINET WHEN IT IS ANNOUNCED. 

PICKERING 
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